October 2024

We Support State Leaders Prioritizing Child Care
in the 89th Legislative Session

High-quality child care enables parents to work and provide their children with opportunities to learn,
socialize, and build new skills during the critical age for brain development.

Unfortunately, Texas is experiencing a child care crisis, and many working families are unable to find
and afford the high-quality care they need. This crisis is:

e A challenge for children’s future success in school: Many children end up in lower quality
programs during the critical early years of brain development.

e A challenge for working families: Parents often have very few choices for high-quality care—
and the available options pose a huge and often untenable financial burden.

e A challenge for child care programs: Because of a lack of funding, programs struggle to
recruit and retain staff and serve parents in need.

e A challenge for businesses in all sectors of the Texas economy: Texas businesses rely on
high-quality child care to recruit and retain an effective and reliable workforce.

To ensure that Texas parents have access to high-quality child care, we recommend the following:

1. Strengthen the Child Care Services (CCS) program to better serve Texas parents and the
providers who serve them.
(1 Address the long waitlist (about 78,000 children in fiscal year 2024) by funding more
scholarships for eligible families.
(1 Ensure reimbursement rates to CCS programs are at the state’s established
reimbursement rate for the provider's quality and not limited by published tuition costs.

2. Build up the supply of child care programs that meet urgent needs.

[J Provide competitive grants through a pilot program that empowers communities to
expand affordable care in high-need areas, (e.g., infant & toddler care, alternative hour
care, care for children with disabilities, child care deserts, proximity to major employers).

71 Address unintended zoning barriers to expand the supply of licensed child care homes.

3. Ensure programs can recruit and retain qualified and effective staff.
[l Help low-income educators access high-quality care for their own children through the
Child Care Services program.

4. Increase access to public pre-k by expanding opportunities for partnerships with
community-based child care settings.
(1 Streamline processes and build supports to enable the creation and expansion of pre-k
partnerships that deliver high-quality pre-k in a full working-day setting to meet the needs
of families.

We urge lawmakers to take these and other meaningful steps toward a future where early childhood
education is high-quality, affordable, and accessible to all Texas families.
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